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Common Course Outline for: COMM 1421 Media Writing: Journalism 
 
A. Course Description   

1. Number of credits: 3 
2. Lecture hours per week: 3 
3. Lab hours per week:  None 
4. Prerequisites:  Recommended COMP 0900 or placement in COMP 1101, and READ 0960 

or placement in READ 1106 
5. Co-requisites: None  
6. MnTC Goals:  None 

 
The primary purpose of this course is to develop skills in writing, reporting and editing for 
the mass media. This is done through skill-building exercises and writing assignments in 
varying formats for media audiences. Newsgathering techniques, media law and ethics, and 
media careers are also addressed.  

 
B. Date last reviewed:  August, 2017 

Date last revised:   May, 2016 
 

C. Outline of Major Content Areas 
Writing for print, broadcast and online media; news values, forms and conventions; 
newsgathering tools and methods; writing leads; media writing styles; audience 
awareness; meeting deadlines; AP style; editing basics; quotation and attribution; media 
ethics; media law; writing for public relations; journalism careers. 
 

D. Course Learning Outcomes  
       

1.  Students should be able to demonstrate an understanding of 
a.    the importance of ethics in journalism 
b.    the importance of accuracy in journalism 
c.    how structure, style, and word choice affect the readability of journalistic work 
d.    elements that create a good news story 
e.    elements that create strong leads 
f.     how quotations and attributions should be used in news stories 
g.    elements that can improve newsgathering and writing skills 
h.    the importance of understanding and analyzing the audience for the journalistic  
       media work 
i.     key differences between writing for print, broadcast and online media 
j.    fundamental communication laws 
k.    career options for journalists 
( Goal 2 , Competencies a,b,c,d ) 
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2. Students should be able to demonstrate an ability to perform the following: 

a.    meet deadlines 
b.    use AP style 
c.    write accurately 
d.    edit their own work and the work of others to maximize effective word choice 
e.    edit their own work and work of others to ensure proper spelling, grammar, 
       punctuation and sentence structure 
f.    apply the principles of news selection to their own work and the work of others 
g.    write an effective lead 
h.    use different formats to write a variety of pieces for various media that are effective, 
 accurate,  
       and do not violate any U.S. laws 
i.    use a variety of methods to gather information, including interviewing (Goal 2 
Competencies a,b,c,d) 

 
3. Students should demonstrate a willingness to monitor their journalistic efforts and 

evaluate the ethics and legality of journalistic decisions. 
( Goal 2 Competencies a,b,c,d) 
 

4. Students should demonstrate an ability to be adaptive and flexible in their approach to 
news stories and interviews applying the appropriate principles for effective writing in 
various media. 
( Goal 2 Competencies a,b,c,d) 

 
E. Methods for Assessing Student Learning  
The specific evaluation system will be determined by each instructor. It must include skill-
building assignments and written projects. It may include written and oral tests and 
participation/attendance. 
 
F. Special Information: None  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


